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SUMMARY 
 
This poem works on several levels. On the literal level, the poem talks about the act of cutting down 

trees. The poet here hints towards rampant deforestation and through this very visual representation 

wishes to communicate to the readers the dangers of deforestation. He never directly advises the 

readers to stop cutting down trees. Instead, he goes on explaining with painstaking details as to how 

a tree should be cut down. He uses the trick of reverse psychology to make the readers realize the 

pain inflicted on trees.On another level, it is a social critique. It not only puts deforestation in a 

negative light, but it also exposes the violent nature of humans. It taps into the primal nature of 

human beings where survival of the fittest is the guiding mantra. On yet another level, it talks about 

human beings in general. In this sense, the tree is symbolic of a human being. An individual is made 

up his/her roots (birth, upbringing and social surroundings). He/she acquires nourishment in the 

form of love, care and education from parents, teachers, peers. And when an individual is properly 

nourished on these, it becomes difficult to destroy him/her. Here, death is also symbolic: as in, it 

represents spiritual death. But when the source of an individual‟s nourishment, by which his soul is 

made alive, is maimed, it becomes easy to kill the individual. The poem is not only talking of 

keeping trees safe from harm, for the sake of our ecosystem, our earth; but it is also talking of 

protecting the spiritual lives of human beings for our society to be wholesome. 

The poem is preoccupied with attributing human physicality and qualities to the tree, as seen in 

most other poems of Patel. This is probably due to his medical background. Most of his poems are 

tinged with a sense of growth, both organic and sensual.. this poem encompasses both in the form of 

the tree and human spirituality. 

 

I. Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. It takes much time to kill a tree, 

Not a simple jab of the knife  

Will do it. It has grown 

Slowly consuming the earth,  

 

A. What will a simple jab of the knife not do to a tree? 

B. Where has the tree grown? 

C. What did the tree need to grow? 

D. How does its bark look? 

 

2. No, 

The root is to be pulled out – 

Out of the anchoring earth; 

It is to be roped, tied,  

 

A. What shall one have to do to kill the tree? 

B. How does the earth give protection to the tree? 
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C. How is the earth seen in relation to it? 

D. Name the poetic device used in the last line here.  

 

3. And the strength of the tree exposed  

The source, white and wet,  

The most sensitive, hidden  

For years inside the earth.  

 

A. What happens when the tree is pulled out? 

B. How does the source of the tree look? 

C. Where has the source of the tree laid? 

D. Give the meaning of „sensitive‟.  

 

4. Then the matter  

Of scorching and choking  

In sun and air,  

Browning, hardening,  

Twisting, Withering,  

And then it is done.  

 

A. What happens to the tree after it is pulled out? 

B. Which colour does the tree acquire then and how does it look? 

C. What happens to the tree after all these stages? 

D. What is „it‟ in the last line? 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words 

1. What does the poet say to do to a tree to kill it? 

2. What happens after a tree is entirely uprooted? 

3. What are the two important stages for killing a tree completely? 

4. How has the tree grown as given in the opening of the poem? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words. 

1. Describe what the poet says about the killing of a tree as given in “On Killing a Tree”. What 

is the irony involved? 

 

 
 

 

 


